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A Bridge to New Beginnings
The Capital Campaign for 
The New Marian House
Ground Breaking!

The day has finally arrived - ground breaking for the Soup 
Kitchen and Dining Hall will occur on May 23, 2007 at 10 am in 
the Marian House parking lot.  “We have been waiting for this day 
since we officially kicked off the campaign a year ago” said Jay 
Cimino, cochairman of the Capital Campaign Steering Committee.  
“It has taken a lot of hard work from too many people to list, but 
this was definitely a group effort!”

Camera’s will roll, shutters will flash and dirt will fly as those 
involved with the campaign officially break ground.  It will be an 
exciting day for everyone, from our generous donors to the hard 
working volunteers and staff and especially for the guests who 
will benefit most from the new facility.

While there are too many people to thank, we do want to 
recognize a few of the people who worked tirelessly to help get 
donations to the $3.8 million mark:  Jay Cimino, Helen Zinn, Andi 
Gambucci, Chuck Murphy, Art Klein, Mick Flynn and Jim Palmer 
sat on the Steering Committee and worked tirelessly to solicit 
donations throughout Colorado Springs.  Fr. Paul Wicker, Juan 
Hernandez, Martin Nussbaum and Rabbi Hirsh were instrumental 
in getting many of the churches, Synagogues and religious 
organizations involved.

Many of you have probably seen the “Got Compassion” 
campaign around town.  It has been on television and radio, outdoor 
and newspaper.  This would not have been possible if Jerry Graham 
had not volunteered the services of Graham Advertising to create 
the ads and solicit advertising space from the media outlets in our 
area.  Pat Cone was also instrumental in getting Lisa Lyden to come 
on board with targeted television spots which ran on KOAA-TV.  
We must thank all the broadcast stations which ran the commercial, 
The Gazette and Lamar Outdoor, which donated advertising space, 
all the churches, foundations and individuals who have donated to 
this campaign and everyone who has helped get us to this point.

We still have a long way to go and we need everyone’s help 
to get there.  If you haven’t already, please give generously to 
the Capital Campaign and please plan on attending the ground 
breaking ceremony.  For more information, call 866-6424 or visit 
www.helpmarianhouse.org.

Meet the 
New Director

Catholic Charities of Colorado Springs 
has a New Executive Director.  Mr. Jason 
Christensen arrived in April, full of ideas 
to move our organization forward.  “We 
couldn’t be more pleased with the selection 

of Jason as the new Executive Director.  We are thrilled with his 
qualifications and know he will make great contributions to our 
organization,” said Fr. Don Dunn, Interim Executive Director 

Mr. Christensen has been serving as the Regional Director 
of Catholic Charities for the Diocese of Rockford, Illinois for the 
past 6 years where he managed a staff of over 150 employees.  
Prior to that, he served as the Director of Program Development 
& Communications for 3 years and was responsible for 
developing new and alternative funding.  Not only does his 
experience include strong management, fundraising and media 
relations skills, he has a background in child protection and 
welfare, and refugee resettlement and immigration services, 
which are direct correlations to programs operated by Catholic 
Charities of Colorado Springs:  Life Connections and the Family 
Literacy Project.

Life Connections offers domestic and international 
adoption services, pregnancy and relinquishment counseling, 
cradle foster care, and prenatal nurturing education.  The Family 
Literacy Project conducts English as a Second Language classes 
and seminars at various locations in Colorado Springs.

Before his tenure at Catholic Charities for the Diocese 
of Rockford, he worked as Business Liaison and Political 
Director for U.S. Congressman Don Manzullo (R, IL).  He was 
responsible for assisting companies and local governing bodies 
with problems involving federal agencies, regulations, grants 
and contracts as well as supervising all aspects of political 
campaign operations.

Mr. Christensen is in the process of pursuing a Masters 
of Theology degree at Loras College in Dubuque, Iowa.  He is 
married to Lenore and has two young daughters. 

“I am really looking forward to working in this heathy 
environment with the dedicated staff of Catholic Charities, where 
together, we can help this ministry grow,” said Mr. Christensen.  

Connects



St. Patrick’s Day Gala A Hit
The St. Patrick’s Day Gala was a Sell Out!  Almost 500 

people were in attendance and $85,000 was raised to support the 
programs of Catholic Charities.  This year, we introduced the 
Marian House Paddle Auction and Catholic Charities Services 
table, which had attendees “buy” meals at the Marian House and 
pledge monetary support for the services of Catholic Charities.  It 
was definitely a hit, and was the “wow” moment of the evening.

Fr. Don Dunn, Interim Executive Director used the event 
to introduce the new 
Executive Director of 
Catholic Charities, Jason 
Christensen, who spoke 
briefly and recited the St. 
Patrick’s prayer.

Guests enjoyed a 
traditional Irish buffet of 
corned beef and cabbage 
and fish n’ chips, Irish 
music by Mountain Road 
Ceili Band, the McTeggart 
Irish Dancers and dancing to the sounds of One More Shot.  
The Gala was the best yet.  Mark your calendars now for next 
year’s event, scheduled for Saturday, March 15. 

Citizenship!
The Family Literacy Project (FLP) 

celebrates its newest citizen!  Staff member, 
Cristina Pavasars took her oath of U.S. 
citizenship in Denver on March 21 after 
receiving a perfect score on her citizenship 
test.  Cristina participated in English classes 
at the Family Literacy Project when she first 
arrived from Colombia three years ago with 
her U.S. citizen husband.  She currently 
works in the FLP office assisting in bi-lingual 
communications and general office work.  
Director, Margaret Cordova, says “Cristina 
is such an asset to the work we do and to 
this country.  We are very proud of her and 
welcome her  whole-heartedly to the rights 
and responsibilities of citizenship.” 

Further reason to celebrate at FLP 
is the addition of a new staff member.  
Jana Watt is an ESL Specialist, assisting in supporting volunteer 
teachers and curriculum needs as the program grows.  “We now 
have classes at three locations: Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 
St. Patrick’s Church, and St. Mary’s Cathedral, and I’m thrilled 
to welcome Jana as additional support to our efforts to keep up 
the standard of service we offer in English Language classes,” 
says Cordova.  “We couldn’t expand or teach our classes without 
our volunteer teachers.” 

This summer the program will be looking for additional 
teachers to start in September with the largest program capacity ever.  
Look for notifications of orientations and trainings. Orientations 
are an hour long and highlights the great work they will do and the 
many ways they can volunteer.  Next comes the 12 hour training 
that prepares volunteers to be effective ESL teachers or helpers.   
“After the initial 12-hours, it is mostly on-the-job training,” admits 
Cordova, “but you’ll work with some of the greatest and most hard 
working people in the world and love it!”  For more information, 
please contact Margaret Cordova at 632-8093.

Volunteers Appreciated
April is Volunteer Appreciation month and here at Catholic 

Charities, we are blessed to have many wonderful volunteers 
throughout our programs where we use over 900 volunteers every 
month!  At the Marian House, volunteers were treated to ice cream 
bars and popcorn everyday during volunteer week, and at the Life 
Support Center, volunteers were able to tell stories and socialize at 
Giuseppe’s Depot for lunch.  While they voiced many reasons why 

they volunteer, the 
common theme was 
they get more back 
than Thank you to all 
our volunteers.  We 
could not carry out 
our mission without 
your help, support 
and dedication.  
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Mary Lou and Chuck Murphy and Jim Hurley 
enjoy the event.

Christina Pavasars 
just after passing the 
citizenship test.

Life Support Center volunteers & staff gather to 
celebrate Volunteer Appreciation Week.



We are so fortunate to have terrific volunteers, donors and 
staff who really take to heart the mission of Catholic Charities.  
However, we have come to realize that the youth in our community 
have a heart for our mission too.

High School Student 
raises money for the 
Capital Campaign

Lynda  Hutchinson, 
a Sophomore at Rampart 
High School, decided 
to do a personal project 
for the Marian House to 
satisfy her community 
service hours for 
the International 
Baccalaureate Program.  
First, she worked with 

the Pita Pit on Garden of the Gods Road to do a fund raiser.  They 
hosted a Pita Night, donating 20% of all sales received between 
4 - 8 p.m. to the Marian House.  So, on a cold, snowy evening, 
Lynda and her mom greeted all who arrived to help the cause.  
She raised $100 that evening.

Then, she worked with her youth group at church.  Each 
year on Super  Bowl Sunday, they do a fund raiser called “Souper 
Bowl Sunday”   They told their congregation about it, and after 
church, they held up posters and soup pots and collected $2,291!
Lynda said, “The IB program teaches us to be aware of the 
environment and problems in our community.  I’m glad to know 
if I were ever in a situation where I couldn’t provide food for 
myself, there would be a welcoming place for me to go.”

10 Year Old Collects 
500+ Pounds of 

Food for 
Marian House 

Kiley Schlortt, a 
fifth grader at Stratton 
Elementary, decided 
to do a food drive 
benefitting the Marian 
House Soup Kitchen 
and Marian House 
Community Outreach as 
the community service 
requirement for her Girl Scout Bronze Award.  The award is the 
highest honor a Junior Girl Scout can earn and requires the girl to 
earn several badges, signs and leadership awards before they can 
even begin on the Bronze Award.

Kiley called local grocery stores and asked them to donate 
bags for her project.  Safeway and King Soupers came through 
with over 250 bags.  She then created an information sheet which 
she stapled to the bags, and passed them out in her Erindale Park  
neighborhood.  Her neighbors were extremely generous and as a 
result, Kiley collected over 500 pounds of food.  Kiley said, “It 
makes me happy to know that people will have food on their table 
as a result of the generosity of my neighbors.”  

Girl Scout Troop 
118 Collects for Life 

Support Center
Girl Scout Troop 118 

collected “tons” of supplies 
for the Life Support Center 
from their Woodmen 
Hills Elementary school 
by passing out flyers and 
asking people to donate.  
The troop provided an ice 
cream party to the class 
that collected the most with 
some of the cookie money 
they earned selling Girl 
Scout Cookies.

This was the community 
service portion of their Sign 

of the World badge that the troop worked on this year.  They 
collected  blankets, boxes and jars of baby food, 188 items of 
clothing, shoes, diapers & wipes, hygiene items, towels, bibs, 
washcloths and sheets.  All of these items are given out daily at 
the Life Support Center.

St. Mary’s High School Students 
Donate Over 7,000 Servings of Baby Food

Each year, St. Mary’s High School National Honor Society 
Students collect supplies, predominately baby food, for the Life 
Support Center (LSC).  In fact, they have become the major 
supplier of baby food for LSC, usually contributing over half of 
all the food distributed in a year.

In November of 2006, students started planning activities 
and events to get the whole student body involved.  They made 
posters for the baby food drive and held the drive from January 
22 through February 2.  Students could wear their pajamas to 
school in exchange for 15 jars of baby food or a $5 donation.  
Students were also able to buy jeans day passes for a donation of 
an additional 50 jars of food or a $15 donation.  
 At the end of the drive, they had collected 2000 jars of baby food 
and $1,280 in cash.  They went to the local Safeway and spent 
every penny they had collected, so much so, that they broke the 
cash register!

The total contribution to the LSC was over 7,000 servings 
of baby food, including formula, cereal, juice and diapers.
We are so thankful 
for all the support 
these students give 
us every year.

We are so 
blessed to have 
so many of youth 
in our community 
supporting our 
mission.  Thank 
You!

Youth Support Charities

Kiley shows off the food collected for the Marian 
House.

Emily Sinnott, Amanda Pinterpe and 
Bethany Wilson represent Troop 118.

Lynda (far right), her mom and St. Gabriel Christ in 
Action Group display a check to Marian House.

St. Mary’s students pose with the donation to the LSC.
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News Digest
Baby Makes Three
Know someone expecting?  Join a Prenatal Nurturing class where expectant 
parents learn ways to bond with their baby, adjust to being pregnant, and 
learn ways to nurture yourself while preparing for parenthood.  To register, 
call 866-6535.  Call 578-1222 for the class in Spanish.
Tax Credits
Catholic Charities qualifies for two special tax credits in addition to 
the normal IRS deductions for charitable giving.  The El Paso County 
Enterprise Zone credit is available for donations of $500 or more to the 
Marian House Kitchen or the Capital Campaign for The New Marian 
House.  The Colorado Child Care tax credit is available for donations to 
Life Connections for any amount.  For more information, call 866-6440.
Life Support Center Needs Donations
The Life support Center is in need of new baby afghans & quilts for the 
layette program.  They also need Simalac with Iron, baby lotion, shampoo, 
baby wash, rash ointment, diapers size 4 & 5, baby swings and porta-cribs, 
potty seats, strollers, gently used children’s clothing up to size 12 - 14 and 
maternity clothing.  Donation hours are M-F, 9 am - 2 pm.
Matching Gifts
Did you know there are many companies who match gifts donated and 
hours worked for charities?  For a number of years,  Gene Byron  has 
volunteered at the MHSK and Exxon Mobile has contributed money on 
behalf of his volunteer hours through the Exxon Foundation Volunteer 
Involvement Program.  Thank you Gene, and thank you Exxon Mobile for 
your support of the Marian House!
Operation Rice Bowl
Our Lady of the Pines had a 190% increase in donations to the Rice Bowl 
program as a result of the hard work of Cathy Kusman whose enthusaim 
spilled over to the entire parish.  Thank you CAthy and Our lady of the 
Pines for supporting this wonderful program.

Take a moment from your busy 
schedule to think of those who have 
no food, no home and no hope.  Please 
open your heart and give generously 
today to help people in need.  Providing Help.

Creating Hope.


